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I.—Forvtian Po.irics. 


1. The Roenama-i-Mukaddos Hablul Mateen [Calcutta of the 26th 

a cha May has heard that the notorious Mulla Hadda 

aaa tet Seed will be invited to Cabul on the occasion of the 

Coronation of the new Amir, and that a special embassy will be sent to invite 

him. The late Amir refrained from doing a that was calculated to 

offend the Government of India, One would like to know why the new 
Amir is doing things which his predecessor studiously avoided. 


II.—Homge ADMINISTRATION. 


(a j—Police. 


9 The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 
the 21st May says that, elated by his triumph over 
Mr. Lee, the District Judge of Rajshahi, whose 
application to the Inspector-General of Police against him had been dismissed, 
Mr. Ryan, the District Superintendent of the Rajsbahi Police, sought to insult 
the District Judge by barricading a public way which led to his house and 
engaging a police force to guard the barricade. Before he stopped the 
thoroughfare Mr. Ryan had served a notice on Mr. Lee to the effect that he 
would be criminally prosecuted if he used the way. This is the first instance 
in the administrative history of India of a police officer threatening a District 
Judge inthis manner. This shows what an unnatural and extraordinary growth 
Mr. Ryan’s power has undergone in Rajshahi, Such a monstrous occurrence 
was never before heard of in the entire history of the British Government. 
According to the law, even the owner of the land through which a road passes 
cannot stop traffic over it if it has been used by the public for 20 years, 
But Law was impotent with Mr, Ryan. His power surpasses even that of the 
Czar of all the Russias, and the indulgence he receives from the authorities is 
the cause of its exuberance. 7 

Mr. Ryan was afterwards informed by Babu Bhuban Mohan Maitra, on 
behalf of the estate of the late Raja Jogendra Nath, that if he did not open 
the path, legal steps would be taken against him. On this Mr. Ryan removed 
the barricade. Mr. Ryan is in all probability lording it over all Government 
officers in Rajshahi with irresistible power. The attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal is drawn to the matter. The power of the police has risen 
to its climax, and it requiries to be speedily curtailed. 

3. Referring to the Rajshahi Muharram cases, the same paper writes 


Mr. Ryan of Rajshahi. 


A as follows :— 

overnment’s refusal to sanc- 1 : +7 

tion the prosecution of a District f One Faju Sheik petitioned the Government 
Superintendent of Police. of Bengal for permission to institute legal proceed- 


Feo ings against Mr, Ryan, the District Superintendent 
of the Rajshahi Police, for rashly driving his Seas into a crowd id causing 


one of his legs to be broken under the horse’s tramp. We have been surprised 
to find that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has refused the petition, saying 
that the occurrence was only an accident. But why did Mr. Ryan drive into 
heat | brah ear mene when there was no fear of any breach of public 
no 
ark cs chew © commen sense to understand that such rash 


punishment which the law provides f ; , 
petition to bring a case sguines him seluaad . a Ve oe 


4. A correspondent of the Kashipur Nivashi [Barisal] of the 21st 


: ) May says that 

Poli . ys that the appointment of Babu Anukul 
the Sasherguage diorion " ™ Chandra Ghosh as an Sub-Inspector in charge of 
marks the beainnine of the N azirpur Outpost in the Backergunge district 
jurisdiction fh § of an era of peace and good government within the 
were hotb Pe f © outpost. Formerly Nazirpur and the surrounding villages 
heaa ae e 4 or crime, and their notoriety spread far and wide. But things 
a all _ Bs jy appearance of Anukul Babu among them. He hunted 
was scarcely gill mon :the, Place and had them heavily punished. There 
y & village within the jurisdiction of the Nazirpur outpost which 


h ° 
ad wot one or two of its budmashes sent to jail by Anukul Babu’s zeal and 
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untiring labour. Anukul Babu’s labours were crowned with success, and peace 
was established in the locality. Nowadays people sleep with their doors 
open where once they feared to sleep with their doors barred. They help 
Anukul Babu with all their might to bring all offenders to bay, and sacrifice 
private interests and ties of family aud friendsbip to secure order and justice. 
Anukul Babu is qnite unlike the ordinary police servant. His unsullied 
character, his extreme temperance, his simple habits, his undaunted spirit, and 
love of justice have made him the friend of the oppressed and the terror of 
the oppressors. People look at him with an eye of love and reverence mingled 
with fear. Such should the police administration be if the establishment of 
peace and the attainment of justice be its end. The improvement of the 
condition of Nazirpur is primarily due to the yood rule of Mr. Weston, the 
District Magistrate of Backergunge, and the Subdivisional Officer of Perozpur, 
5. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 2lst May says that afew days 
ae ago a dacoity was committed in a boat laden with 
PP me in the Backergunge smasyur pulse and lying at anchor below the Naikati 
hdt under the Rajapur outpost in the Backergunge 
district, and Rs. 150 were carried off. Jaladhar Malo, the owner of the boat, 
was severely beaten by the dacoits. Cases like this are said to occur 
frequently in Naikati. ‘The attention of the authorities is drawn to the 
matter. 
6. The Jyot [Chittagong } of the 22nd May says that lawlessness has 
: , been rampant in village Gujra in the Chittagong 
— the Chittagong district for several years. There have also been 
rict. ° ° 
. seven or eight murder cases, but in none of them 
was any effort made to bring the offenders to justice. Only the other day, 
five persons were charged with the murder of a man; but the witnesses for the 
rosecution having made inconsistent statements, they were discharged by the 
Sinieas Judge. The place where the murder took place is inhabited b 
native converts. There is a distillery there, and it is a source of much mischief, 
as this place is popularly known as ‘‘the murderers’ quarter.”’ It is strange that 
the authorities have taken no notice of the acts of lawlessness that are going on 
here unchecked for years, 
7. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, says that the people 
ee a ae Mahajanhat and the surrounding villages in the 
in the Chittagong district, «Chittagong district are being severely oppressed by 
some bad characters for some time. Fruits, 
cattle, and household utensils are being stolen every day. The people are 
panic-stricken. The police are rather indifferent. The other day there was 
a theft in the house of Gaur Mohan Bairagi. There wasa complaint at the 
thana, but nothing has yet been done. Will the District Magistrate and the 
District Superintendent of Police see to this ? 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 10th May says that Babu Rajani 


3 Nath Basu, the Special Sub-Registrar of Barisal 
a, ee re Se i HO able man. His only fault is 
that he holds his office till late in the evening. 
This causes great inconvenience to his poor clerks. The highest remuneration 
that a clerk of the office can expect to get is Rs. 40. These poor clerks have 
to look after their family affairs, but if they are detained in office from morn- 
ing to late in the evening, no time is left to them for that purpose. 
9. A correspondent of the Manbhum [Manbhum] of the 138th May 
oe eee vente aye Bas May one the surrounding villages in 
n inconvenient Sud Registry the Manbhum district lie within the jurisdiction of 
of 5 eee ee the Barahabazar Sub-Registry oflice about 36 
miles away from them. Great is the hardship of the villagers, who have to 
travel these 36 miles in order to getjtheir deeds registered. Those who have 
means to pay double fees have their deeds registered in the Jhalida Sub-Regis- 
try office, which lies within 10 miles from these villages. But this course is 
not open to poor people. Again, registration in a Sub-Registry office which 
has no jurisdiction over these villages is likely to encourage frauds, falsehood, 
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uty Commissioner of Manbhum ia:therefore requested to remove 
= sintialp 0 the villagers by transferring these villages to the jurisdiction 
of the Jhalida Sub-Registry office. | 7 
10. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
ee 2ist May says that a scandalous friction is going 
The Rajshahi affair. on among the here ge repo Ps Rajshahi. 
‘es in the quarrel are Mr. Lee, the District Judge, and Mr. Rattray, 
The iy Magistzate, on one side, and Mr. Koe, the District Magistrate, Mr. 
Twidell, the Joint-Magistrate, and Mr. Ryan, the District Superintendent of 
Police, on the other. The Inspector-General of Police has taken up the side 
of the latter. It is said that Mr. Roe went to Darjeeling on this matter and 
arranged Mr. Lee’s transfer with Sir John Woodburn. It was with the in- 
tention of humiliating Mr. Lee that Mr. Ryan tried to prove that the 
Muharram cases, which are now pending in Rajshahi, had been instituted 
at Mr. Lee’s instigation. Again, in the case of perjury against Abdus 
Chhatar, the Sub-Inspector of the Rajshahi Police, Mr. T'widell, who tried 
the case, disbelieved Mr Rattray’s evidence, and placed implicit faith 
‘n the words of the accused person. A Judge is of course free to dis- 
believe what evidence he likes. But when the evidence of a Deputy 
Magistrate is pitted against the assertion of a Police Sub-Inspector, who has 
been charged with perjury in a case conducted by himself, the former should, 
in the absence of very strong grounds, prevail over the latter. But Mr. 
T widell disbelieved Mr. Rattray’s evidence and acquitted Abdus Chhatar. He 
did not even shrink from indirectly calling Mr. Rattray a liar in his judgment. 
It was this Mr, Twidell who had created great scandal in the famous Chapra 
case, and had been severely censured by the District Judge of geo. ype Man 
people say that Mr. Twidell bore this humiliation in his heart, and afterwards 
vented it on Mr, Rattray when he found him in his Court. Government is 
always anxious to maintain its prestige. But, alas! Government servants 
appear equally anxious to destroy it. 


(d )— Education. 


11. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 26th = writes as follows :— 

the suite ft ths Ulu Lists of successful candidates in the Entrance, 
examinations in the newspapers, © .A., and B.A. examinations every year are hung 
up in the Senate House as soon as they are ready 
for publication. Large crowds gather round these lists on these occasions, 
In this state of things the reporters of vernacular newspapers find great diffi- 
culty in copying them out. Mistakes consequently creep into the lists which 
are published by these newspapers. All this difficulty can be removed by the 
University either supplying the newspapers with these lists or itself publishing 
these lists for sale for an anna or half-an-annaeach. The University will make 

a profit by adopting the latter course. : 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


12, A correspondent of Al Punch [Patna City] of the 17th May is sorry 
sili: tiie. that at every new election the old Commissioners are 


the Gaya Municipality, renominated Ly the Government to represent the 


Daudnagar Ward on the Gaya Municipal Board. 
Complaints have often been made to the District Magistrate against the incom- 


petency of these Commissioners, but he has declared on « 
every such occasion that 
he — find better men to represent that ward on the Municipal Board. 
» The Medini Bandhav (Midnapore} of the 26th May complains of gross 
The Midnapore Public Hospital, i8™@Dagement in the moribund ward of the 


ments f _ _ Midnapore Public Hospital. ‘There are no arrange- 
Savor, Proper medical treatment of patients in this ward and for the 


attendance of nurses to look after their wants, Like the sick lion’s den in 
rae 5 one returns from the ward who once enters it. ‘The divisional 
effect 99 .were more than once requested to improve its condition, but to no 

"| 18 hoped that Mr. Luson, the large-minded District Magistrate, will 


eras | gratitude of the Midnapore people by removing this keenly-felt 
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(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


14, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 22nd May says that passengers 
ia wee Messrs, M. David + satel cana plying 
fhe steamer service between between Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar, suffer much 

ee ae hardship. There is no accommodation for second 
class passengers. When there are European passengers, the native passengers 
are made to stand near the boiler, and their sufferings on account of the unbear- 
able heat are beyond description. The freight for goods is fixed at four annas 
per maund, but the serangs extort four to eight annas for goods not weighin 
more than five or ten seers. Representations were made to the Agent of the 
Company, drawing his attention to these matters; but he took no notice of 
them. ‘The Government subsidises the Company to the extent of Rs. 300 per 
month, Will the Magistrate of Chittagong kindly enquire into the complaints, 
and either insist on their immediate removal or stop the subsidy if matters 
are not mended ? 


III.—LeEGIsLATION. 


15. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 26th May has the following : — 
In view of the immense increase in the export 
Bip? Indian Tariff (Amendment) of hounty-fed Continental sugar to India, it is pro- 
posed to raise the duty on that article for the 
protection of the sugar industry of this country, Even in 1899, when a duty 
was first imposed on Continental sugar, we said that the impost would do harm 
instead of good to India. Molasses are far more largely consumed in this 
country than sugar. There are, besides, few native-owned sugar manufactories 
in this country. Nor is there any likeliood of native capitalists launching 
their capital on that particular industry. An increase of the duty will 
then, at best, benefit a handful of European sugar manufacturers in India 
and Mauritius, But it will, at the same time, compel the Indian public 
to buy sugar ata higher price than they do at present. Government declared 
in 1899 that the impost on bounty-fed sugar would revive the almost extinct 
Indian sugar industry; but sofar as we are aware, such has not been the case. 
The condition of the native sugar manufactories in Jessore, for instance, is 
becoming worse every day. The only people who have benefited by the 
impost are the European sugar manutacturers of Mauritius, The abolition 
of the small number of European sugar manufactories in this country will not 
harm in any way the sugarcane cultivation of India. 


1V.—Native StTAtkEs, 


16. Al Punch (Patna City] of the 17th May says that the departmental 

reform which the Bhopal State is undergoing has 

Baoyll Bane reform in the been depriving a large number of employés in that 

State of their bread. Although the reform itself 

is a very good thing for the State, the snatching of the morsel of food from the 

mouth of a hungry creature is not at all desirable. If instead of doing this, 

the present ruler of Bhopal would direct her attention to an increase of the 

resources of her State by the ~— of measures for the development of its 
trade and commerce, the act would be a highly commendable one. 


Uriya Papers. 


17. The U aegis. [Cuttack] of the 17th May states that the 
emperature is rising rapidly, 
ook ae einen Aw ggg valtess _ _ The Samvadvahika [Balasore] of the 15th May 
is also of the same opinion. 
18, The Darpana eaepenent of ne Utkaldipika [Cuttack] states 
ae at a man was killed by lightning while taking 
., & cose of death by MEMOS shelter under @ ixee nest the High Level Canal 


during a heavy shower of rain accompanied b 
storm and lightning. ili ' 
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19, Referring to the departure of Mr. Cotton from India, the same 
aper points out that the yey held in Assam, 
Ms. Comes. Celeatta, = Bombay to bid 204 arewell gg 

‘adi hat Mr. Cotton was not only conscientious but sympathetic. His 
inte phic and his liberal views had endeared bim to the general Indian 
, a Referring to the working of different Committees under the 
; Dufferin Fund in different parts of India, the 

The Dufferin Fund and Lady jome paper states that a t deal of human 
— suffering has been mitigated by the benevolence 
of the institutions started under the auspices of the fund, which has lately 
found a good and enthusiastic patron in the person of Her’ Excellency 
Lady Curzon, who is trying her best to secure a goodly number of lady 


doctors, without whose assistance Indian ladies cannot in any way be 
ched. 
a 21. The same paper is of y vere that something should be done 
in every district to show the loyalty of the people 
on the Coronation day. It is true that a Coronation 
Darbar is going to be held on the Ist of January 
next, but the day is far off. Considering that the Coronation takes place on the 
96th of June next, the Indians must naturally feel a desire to observe that day ina 
becoming manner, and to indulge in those pastimes, festivities and shows, 
that are the outward symbols of a joyful heart. The writer therefore 
calls upon the leading members of the Cuttack communities to assemble in 
meeting and decide upon the adoption of a course that may be found most 
suitable and desirable. The writer states that every town in India must feel 
that a common sentiment sways the mighty British Empire, and that a common 
love for a common Sovereign constitutes the basis on which the composite 
patriotism of Englishmen and Indians should rest. 


The question of the celebration 
of the Coronation day in India. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


22, The Silchar aes 7: ue ie May speaks in high terms of 
r. almer, the Manager of the Katlichhara 
cooly, ation of the tea-gerden  ¢o4 carden in Assam, and Fe as follows :— 
The mention of a tea-garden Manager and 
its Babu staff rouses hatred and indignation in the hearts of many of our 
contemporaries like the Sanjivani. It is wrong to blame the Managers and 
Babu staffs of all tea-gardens for the fault of those of one garden here and 
another garden there. Who is there that is not satisfied with the general 
condition of the cooly, and to see his lively spirit and the care which is taken 
of him by the Managers of gardens ? 
‘ The Babus cannot even engage coolies in their private works without 
: € permission of the garden Manager, far less oppress them. From what we 
ave seen with our own eyes, we have been led to believe that the happiness 
=n ie garden cooly enjoys is seldom found anywhere else. 
He n e a pongey of the Katlichhara tea-garden is an incarnation of mercy. 
isd ‘7 es countings of his coolies. They enjoy perfect freedom under 
ou 7. mpperts nearly 25 poor om of the neighbouring villages. He 
as established a hospital for the loca people. Ele never touches wine, and 


lately he has also given up smoki ‘lots 
of his coolies is the sole ns Be 9g, Alaainpg The happiness and comfort 
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